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The Growing Together 4-H Afterschool Program meets every Friday afternoon when the schools have their early-out day. It includes 4th and 5th graders.  Children are referred to the program by their teachers.  Parents are invited to have their children participate and sign necessary enrollment papers.


Last year, youth were divided into four groups and selected a 4-H project geared to their interests.  Each group had an adult leader. One group chose fitness, one chose rockets, one chose fishing, and one chose cats. Even though the groups worked on their own project, they each had a day for their group to shine.  The entire group met together once for each of the projects. The cat group had a woman who owns a kennel bring a cat to demonstrate care and grooming. The rocket group held a rocket launch. The fitness group had a wrestling coach come in and teach fitness exercises and games.  The fishing group had a simulated fishing experience using big sinker-like weights on the end of the line. The sinkers fit in the grooves of big plastic fish that are “caught” and reeled in.

 
This year, rather than separating them into different project groups, they will have a more intense experience with more projects. They will still have groups, but they will platoon around to three or four stations aimed at one subject. The first project planned is water, using the Project Wet curriculum. There will be hands-on discovery learning in one station, an experiment at one station, a craft at one station, and either some math or reading related thing at another station (making a graph of the result or some fun reading related to the subject).


The grant is Federal Rural Development money and reimbursements for snacks are received through the USDA Child Nutrition program, since this is an income eligible site (over 50% of the kids who attend that school are on free and reduced lunches). 


The school district and Sheriff's office conduct background checks for all volunteers. South Sevier High School helps provide teen volunteers and the RSVP and Volunteer Center has furnished three adult volunteers who help each week. 

Evaluation tools include attitudinal and behavioral kinds of measures, using a pre and post test with youth and their teachers.  Academic achievement gains will not likely be achieved through a weekly program, but a more positive attitude toward school and possible improved behavior at school is the desired outcome. 

