Success Stories of incorporating 4-H into After-School Programs
4-H Experiences from Angie Stott, Parks and Recreation Site Coordinator in Logan, Utah.

1. During after-school club we do announcements everyday and we structure it like a 4-H club meeting.  This has helped my students in more ways than I can count.  For instance:  last year there was a kindergartener who barely spoke one word.  She had the opportunity several times during the year to hold different jobs as a club member.  She still never spoke a word.  Then about half way through the year she pulled on my shirt and said, “Can I be president today?”  I about fell over, since I had only managed eye contact before.  She stood up very proud and banged the gavel three times and as clear as day said, “Welcome to After-School Club.”  Me and a few other leaders had tears in our eyes.  We were so proud of our little kindergartner.

2. On Fridays occasionally, we would skip announcements and go directly to play activities.  I had one boy, who was really reliant on routine, who asked me when we were doing announcements.  He wanted to be the “leader” for the day.  He has grown a lot and his self-esteem has grown by the leadership opportunities he was given.

3. Last year a few of our kids entered projects in the fair.  They didn’t realize that they would receive money.  When I handed them their envelopes of money, one 4th grader wanted to know what project she could start working on this year to enter in the fair.  She was excited about the opportunity and was now setting goals to enter new projects.

4. The best part about incorporating 4-H into after-school is the club meeting.  Youth learn how to run a meeting and they will use that knowledge for the rest of their lives.

